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STATE DNNECTICUT

STATE I« OF EDUCATION
P.O. Box 27219 3 ] JJARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 06115
This report is part of the or oing program of the Connecticut
Assessment of Educational Pr - ~ss. The purpose of the assessment

was to evaluate the knowledge, and attitudes of Connecticut students
in the area of citizenship/social studies. During tie school year
1977-78, approximately 2,800 students at each of three age levels -
9, 13, and 17 - were randomly selected from public schools in Connecticut
to participate in the program. A citizenship/social studies test
developed by an advisory committee of Connecdticut sbcial studies .teachers
specifically for the program was administered to each of thgse students.
At the same time, approximately 17,000 students participated in a local
assessment program, offered in conjunction with the statewide assessment.
Twenty-nine local school districts which elected to participate administered
the Same citizenship/social studies tests to their s-udents in grades 4, 8,
and 11 and received achievement results for individual students, schools,
and the district as a whole. These results could. be éompared with those
obtained statewide. Positive attitudes and knowledge in this area are -
essential in today's world. Public education has the respoasibility for
developing these attitudes and providing such knowledge to cur students
as they progress through the -educational system. This assessment provides
important information on how well we are meeting this responsibility.
- This report describes the attitudes and achievement of Connecticut students
with regard to citizenship/social studies considered important by _
Connecticut educators. _Results are reported both by size of community
. and by region within the state, and, where possible, comparisons are made ~
" with the achievement:levels of students in the nation and in the Northeast -
Region. Connecticut educators at both the state and local levels can use
these results in maklng policy decisions about c1tlzensh1p/soc1al etudles
curriculum, 1nstruct10n and teacher education. .

-

The Connecticut Assessment of Educational Progress in 1977-78 was sponsored
by the Connecticut State Department of Education, conducted by Nationai
Evaluvation Systems, Irc., and made possible by the time and effort of
sthdents, teachers, and administrators throughout the state. The
cooperation of all participants is greatly appreciated.
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e A DESCRIPTION OF CAEP

Introduction

The Connecticut Assessment of Educational Progress (CAEP) is an ongoing
effort to measure the success and effectiveness of educational programs in
Connecticut's public schools. 1In 1977-78 the CAEP program included an
assessment of the citizenship/social studies knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes of Connecticut 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds in grades 4, 8, and 11,
respectively. This c1t1zensh1p/socia1 studies assessment marked the

sixth year of CAEP, and, as in previous years, was modeled afier the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in its basic goals,
des1gn, and methodology. '

The 1977-78 assessment in citizenship/social studies was conducted by
National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES) of Amherst, Massachusetts, under
contract to the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE). The
goals of the citizenship/social studies assessment were: (1) to collect
baseline data for determining student growth in citizenship/social studies
knowledge in future years, (2) to compare the achievement of Connecticut
students with that of students nationally, (3) to provide achievement
results useful in decision-making regarding curricula and instruction at
both the state and local Tlevels, and (4) to enccurage school districts to
adopt objective-referenced assessment pgecedures for local planning and
evaluation. .

The 1977-78 CAfP program included the development and administration.of
three objective-referenced citizenship/social studies tests, one for each
age (grade) level assessed, as well as a test for young adults aged 26-35.
In designing the tests, an Advisory Committee of Connecticut educators
developed high-priority citizenship/social studies objectives for students
across the state and selected matching test questions for each objective.
NAEP materials were used wherever appropriate. In addition, the Advisory
" Committee developed a student questionnaire to be administered with the
tests, as wé€ll as a questionnaire for the principals of all participating
schools and a questionnaire for the young adults selected for the survey.

-There were two primary components of the 1977-78 CAEP program: (1) Phase
I. Statewide Testing and (2) Phase II: The Local Option, which allowed
Tocal school districts to use statewide tests for local planning and
evaluation purposes. Phase I followed the NAEP model of testing students
at three ace Tevels, while Phase II followed the more traditional model
of testing students by grade ievel. This report describes the results of
Phase I, thereby permitting those districts whc participated in Phase II
to COmpare their results with statewide results. Since the large majority
-of students in each age group are enrolled in the respective target grade,
compariscns of Tocal with statewide results may be made.

N
)
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Sampling Design

IN-SCHOOL SAMPLING. In order to provide information about the citizen-
ship/social studies performance of students throughout Connecticut-in a
cost-effective manner, a sa.ple of students at each age (grade) level was
tested.. The sampling procedure protected the anonymity of all students,
schools, and school districts participating in the assessment. A total of
2,371 9-year-oids (fourth-graders), 2,576 13-year-olds (eighth-graders),
and 2,300 17-year-olds (eleventh-graders) participated in statewide testing.
These students represented 117 schools at the fourth-grade level, 114 .
schools at the eighth-grade level, and 101 schools at the eleventh-grade
level. In all, 107 school districts were invclved in staiewide testing;
35 districts, as well as 16 vecational-technical schools, part®cipated

in the local option. ~.

The statewide sample at-each age (grade) level contained students from
schools in each of six Connecticut regions and from schools in four sizes
of community. The map below shows the division of the state into regjons.
The regions are identified in the key below the map.

CONNECTICUT REGIONAL 'EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTERS

tes i | @ Location of Office |
T ey '

Rt
-

Region 1: Regional Educational Services Concepts (through) Unified Effort (RESCUE)
Region 2: Cooperative Educational Services
Region 3: Capital Region Edycational Council {CREC)
Region 4: Area Cooperative Educational Services (ACES)
. Region 5: Project Learn
Region 6: Northeast Area regionai Special Educational Services (N.AR.S.E.S.)

\i)



The sizes of community (SOC) were defined as follows:

SCC 1 "Big Cities”

towns of more than 100,000 population
SOC 2 "Fringe Cities"

towns whose borders are contiguous with

Big Cities and whose populations exceed

10,000 L

SO0€ 3 "Medium Cities" = towns of more than 25,000 popuiation which
' . _ are not .Big Cities or Fringe Cities

S6C 4 "Smaller Places™ = all other towns :

1

: ' L ' |
YOUNG ADULT SAMPLING. A-total of 249 young adults aged 26-3%5 who received

all of their primary and secondary schooling in Connecticut were sampled

for the survey. Thesampling, conducted by random~digit telephone cial-

. ! . .

- 1ng,.ensured proportionate representation by young adults in all four

sizes of community. Individuals contacted by telephore who met the age

and education eligibtlity requirements and who agreed to participate com-

prised the quota of young adults to be surveyed in each size of community.

The Tests

Three objective-referenced tests, one for each age (grade) level, were
developed by the Advisory Eommittee. Objective-referenced tests assess
specific learning objectives; a student's score.reflects achievement rela-
tive to a definite task rather than normative performance. '

‘The tests were developed to assess knowledge and skills important to the
major disciplines that comprise citizenship/social studies. All objectives
at each level were considered to be within the experience of all children
who have participated in a sequential social studies program. The objec-
tives do not attempt to represent aqZZ the skills and concepts being taught
at each level, but rather those.skills considered of highest priority.

Each test was field tested to determine the characteristics of each item

in order to establish the reliability and content validity of the tests.

A 1ist of the 13 objectives for 9-year-olds and the 14 objectives for 13-
year-olds and 17-year-olds is presented in Table 1, categorized by goal
area. There were 39 test jtems on the 9-year-cld test, 66 on the 13-year-
old test, and 66 on the 17-year-old test. Between.two and eight items
were matched to each objective. The test for young adults included a
sample of items administered to 17-year-olds {for comparison purposes) as
well as some additional NAEP items designed for this age group.

While some items were unique to an age-group, others were administered to
more than one age group. The reader should note that, while a given
objective'may be used for two different age groups, some test items
matched to the objective differed for the two ages.



TABLE 12

List of Objectives Assessed

Goal Area Objective

3

[, HISTORY I, Have knowledge of local, State and United States history,

2. Have knowledge about the historical déVé?opmént and
contributions of past and present civilizat®ons,
| | \
I, POLLTICAL SCIENCE 3. Know the main structure, functicn, and processes of all Tevels
- of United States government, |

4* Have knowledge about the ideology and practices of different
political systems, f -

2. Understand the nature of conflict among individuals, graups,

and nations and evaluate alternative methods of resolving
conflict,

3

Recognize rights and liberties essential to & pluralistic
society and how they are quaranteed, B

<
.

(1. CITIZENSHIP

6, Understand the duties and responsibilities of United States |
citizenship, |

-7, Understand that politica) opposition and special intérest
“» groups have a legitimate and important role in democragic
. society, '

*Not testzd at age 9/qrade 4 Teve
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TABLE 1 (continued)

prep——

et

: Goal Area

——

IV. ECONOMICS

V. GEOGRAPHY
VI, - S0CI0L0GY

VL, ANTHROPOLOGY

11, PROCESS SKILLS

80

.

12,

13,

14,

Have knowledge about economic systems and economic behavior.,

|
>

Have knowledge about the relationships between human beings
and their physical environment and understand some of the
consequences of these relationships.

Have knowledge about SOC1a1 organization and “e}at1onsh1ps
between humans and their social environment and understand
some of the consequences of these relationships.

Have knowledge aoout "cultural universals" such as needs for
shelter, comunication, family organization, and reli~ion and
recognize that needs are satisfied 1n different ways in

varioys cul tures.

Recognize that culture defines beliefs, values, and *nstitu-
ticns and influences behaviory .

Y
- ~
\\
~

13

Demonstrate skill in locating, .ompiling and weighing the
evidence and data necessary for clarifying issues and mak1ng
decisions,

poih
CaD
IE—



Student, Principal, and Young Adult Questiornaires

~

The purpose of developing student and principal questionnaires was twofold:
(1) to identify characteristics of students and their schools that might
prove to bear a relationship to citizenship/social studies achievement, and
(2) to provide a general characterization of students and schools that, in
itself, might prove useful to policy decisions. -The young adult question-
naire, in particular, was designed to survey the opinions of this age group
On\yhe quality and nature of their citizenship/social studies education in
“Connecticut high schools. Highlights of outcomes related to these purposes
are presented later in this report.

r

-

.. ) {
Test Administration :

To 1imit the burden -placed on school personnel, all test sessions were con-
ducted by test administrators traired by NES. Testing sessions, lasting
between 60 and 75 minutes, includ. ' the administration of the student ques-
tionnaire and the test for the res 2ctive age {grade) level.

A1l data collection in the schools occurred during October-November 1977
for 13-year-olds (eighth-graders), January-February 1978 for 9-year-olds
(fourth-graders), and March-April 1978 for 17-year-olds (eleventh-graders).
Workshops on test acministration procedures ‘were provided for-district per-
sonnel who were participating in Phase II in order to ensure standardized
and valid test1ng sessions.

The young adult survey (including both the test and the questionnaire) was
_administered by mail during April and May. Each respondent agreed to com-
plete the survey independently without the assistance of resource materials
- or associates, and was paid ten dollars for participation in the survey.

Reporting the Results

Part II of this regp.rt describes the mejor outcomes of the assessment,
focusing primarily cn the citizenship/social studies achievement resu 1ts
The sections of : art IT discuss:

e performance on objectives

L compar1sons of achievement Dy various groups of students hxth1n
each age {(grade, evel



e comparisons of the achievement of Connecticut students with that
of students in the nation and the Northeast region

e results of the student and principal questionnaires
e results of the Young Adult Survey
e the results for each item by age (grade) level, sex; region, and

size of community within the state, and, where appropriate, for
the nation .-

The interested reader may contact the Bureau of Research, ‘lanning and
—Evatuation-at the Connecticut State Department of Education for more in-
depth information about the methodology and outcomes of CAEP.

Urderstanding the Results

Many of the results presented in this report involve comparisons of scores
for various purposes. These include comparing Connecticut scores with
NAEP scores, comparing scores of different age/grade groups, and comparing
scores of. various reporting groups within Connecticut. In each of these
cases, the score of one "group" is compared to that of another "group."

Because the scores were generated on the basis of a sample of students,
the score for each group should be considered an €S+$maue of the true
score of the population that the group represents ‘e.g., all 9-year-olds
or 211 13-year-olds in the state). =

This means that if, for example, the score for a aroup is reported as 557,
the true sccre of the population is-1ikely to be efther that score or very
close to it. It would be safe to say that the true score is probably no
more than 2% higher or lower than the reported score. (See Technical
Report for more detailed discussion.)

While there are many tables and graphs in the report, the rarrative-atCom-
panying the tables highlights the most interesting findings of the
assessment. Particular attention should be paid to the narrative, since

it is intended to focus the attention of the reader on the most outstanding
differences oetween groups. - i

In the interest of minimizing the importance of small differences between
groups, the narrative will generally describe scores that vary by 27 or
less. as "about the same." The reader should bear in mind that such small
differences are rot likely to be educationally meaningfui.

[




-9-

>

~

Additionally, the reader is advised that, where differences between groups
are observed, one cannot conclude that this entails a cause-effe:t
relationship. Such conclusions are not warranted on the basis of the data
analyses performed. While there may be a relationsiip between achievement
and a given variable (e.g., sex of the student), no indication is provided
as to the reason or cause for the relationship. A

-

Interpretive Activities

Part III of this report represents the interpretations of the Citizenship/
Social Studies Advisory Committee based on the results of tihe assessment.
Their interpretaticns of these results are presented.here along with their
recommendations with regard to citizenship/social studies education within
the state of Cornecticut. Their recommendations should prove interesting
and valuable to those people—legislators, school superintendents, class-
room teachers, and laypersons—concerned, with providing cuality citizenship/
social studies education. " -

el

U
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CONNECTICUT RESULTS BY OBJECTIVE

Introduction

In order to describe the achievement of Connecticut 9-, 13-, and 17-year-
olds, CAEP results include performance on each test item and on each
objective. In this section, results by objective are described for each
age 1eve1 in both graphic and narrative form,

Figures 1-3 display the average percentage of matching test 1tems answered
correctly on each objective by each age group. If, for example, students
at a given age level show an average of 72% for-a part1cu1ar -objective,
this means that, on the average, these students answered correctly 72% of
the matching test items. The reader is cautioned NOT to compare achieve-
ment Teveis across age levels on a-given objective because the results are
based upon different test items used for the three age groups. Group
performance comparisons can be made on those items that were administered
to all three age groups. These results are presented in Table 6.

Achievement on Objectives

.

ACHIEVEMENT .OF .9-Y24R-0LDS. Performance of 9-year-clds ranged between
93.7% correct for Objective 6 (Duties and Respgnsibilities of U.S. Citizen~
ship) and 55.9% correct for Objective 3 (Structure. Function, and Processes
of U.S. Government). They scored between 80% anc &5% on four objectives:
Local, State and U.S. History (Objective 1), Essential Rights and Liberties
and How They Are Guaranteed (Objective 5), Nature of {onflict and Means of
Resolving Conflict (Objective 11), and Decision Making Prncess Skills
{(Objective 14). Nine-year-old performance on the remaining seven obJec-
tives ranged from 68% to 77.1%.

ACHIEVEMENT 07 13-YEAR-2LDS. Thirteen-year-olds scored above £3% on

half cof the fourteen objectives, with the highest performance laveis found
on Objective 5, Essential Rights and Liberties and How They Are Guaranteed
(79.3%) and on Objective 11, Nature of Conflict and Means of Resolvinrg
Conflict (71.8%). The 1owest levels of performance were found on the four
objectives measuring Local, State and U.S. History (40.9%), Structure,
Function, and Processes of U.S. Government (49.1%), Ideology and Practices
of Different Political Systems (52.0%) and the Relationships Between Humans
and Their Physical Environment (52.0%).

- 16
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FIGURE 1

Achievement on Objectives
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OBJECTIVE

NQOTE: Objective 4 was not tested at the 9-year-old level.
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FIGURE 2

13-Year-Glds

Achievement on-Objectives
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FIGURE 3

17-Year-0ids
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ACHIEVEMZNT OF 17-YEAR-OLDS. Performance of 17-year-olds was less
variable across objectives than that of either 9- or 13-year-olds. Per-
formance on all but one objective rangzd between approximately 58% for
Objective 1 (Local, State and U. S. History) to 84.2% for Objective 10
(Relationships Between Humans and Social Environment). The exception was
Objective i3 (Culture Defines Beliefs and Influences Behavior) on which
17-year-olds scored 47.3% correct. Of the remaining 13 objectives, per-

formance ranged between 73.4% and 84 2% on six of them and between 58% and
68.8% on the other seven.

‘/'
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\ - COMPARING TOTAL TEST ACHIEVEMENT -
QF SELECTED GROUPS OF CONNECTICUT STUDENTS

Introducticnh

5

The purpose of this section is to describe and compare the citizenship
~and social studies total test scores of selected groups of students

within €onnecticut. One question from the principal questionnaire and

six from the student questionnaire were used to define these groups at’
each age level. - Results by region and size of community are also reported.

The averdge percentage of test items answered correctly was computed for
each student group. In each case the average for the group is compared. to
that for all students at that age level within Connecticut (the state
average). The purpose of these analyses was to identify those factors
thax bear a relationship to student achievement. Achievement is defined
as performance on the total test; that is, the average percentage of all
items on the test answered correctiy. Additionally, the percentage of
students in each group is presented. '

The reader is cautioned to refrain from drawing cause-effect inferences
from these data. The differences observed reveal only a relationship
between a given factor and achievement, not that the factor causes differ-
ences in achievement. In addition, the reader is.advised tc consider the
magnitude of differentes in scores between groups; even if statistically
significant, differences between groups may be-too sma]] to be education-
a]]y mean1ngfu1 .

Figures 4 and 5 display the results by région and size of cbmmunity;
respectively. Table 2 displays the results for the reporting groups
based on the quest1onna1re responses, 4 narrat1ve summary of the resu]ts
follows. »

Summary of Results

REZIDN OF THD STATE. At alil age levels, there tended to be small differ-
ences between statewide achievement and achievement inm the various regions.
The highest performance relative to the respective state average was found
for 9-year-clds in Region 3 (3% above the state) and 13- and 17-year-olds
in Region 2 (4% and 6% above their respective state averages). The only
case in which a Tow score relative to the state average was statistically
signi.icant was among 13-year-olds in Regicon 6 whq scored 5% below the
state. "The reader is reminded that "Big Cities" were noz :tcLuae” in

their respective regiors.
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SIZE OF COMMUNITY. Results by s1ze of\community were very similar across
all three age levels; "B1g C1ty" students performed up tc 10% below the
state average. Students in "Smaller Places" performed s,1ght1y above the
state average as did students in "Fringe Cities:" Students in "Medium-
sized Cities" performed slightly below students in "Fringe Cities" and
"Smaller Places” and about equally w1th the statew1de ay_rage.

\

SOCIOECONOMIC,SIMZWS. At a1l age Tevels, performance tended to increase
as socioeconomic status increased. Schools in which "most" students are
from "upper" or "middle income" homes showed average performance.from 2%
to 9% above the state, whereas those in which "mgst” students are from
"Tower income" homes performed from 6% to 8% be1ow the state.

SEX OF STUDENT. Both 13- and 17-year-old males performed slightly better
than females, but S-year-old males and fe¢ .ales performed equally well.

BILTNGUALISM. ‘Students at all age 1eve1s who reported speaking a 1anguage
other' than English at home performed from 4% to 5% below the1r respactive
state averages. Approximately 10% of students at each grade Teve]
reported speaking a second Tanguage in the1r homes.

. TELEVISION WATCHING. For 13- and 17 -year-olds test performance increased
as the reported number of hours of television watched per day decreased.
Those who reported watching. over three hours per day performed from 3%

to 6% below the state, and those who watch Tess than one hour per .day
performed 4% above the state: Differences were less pronounced at the
9-year-old level. - '

Approximately 44% of 9-year-olds, 35% of 13-year-olds and 15% of 17-year-
olds reported watching more than three hours of television per day. About
6% of both 9- and 12-year-olds reported watching less than one hour per
day, but almost 21% of 17-year-olds did so. .

TALXING WITH PARENTS. At all age Tevels, students who reported talking
with their parents about school "almost every day" performed better than
the state by up to 3%, whereas those who reported talking "once in a
while" or "almost never" performed up to 5% below the state. This trend
" was most pronounced among 9-year-olds. :

About 43% of 9-yea "~01ds, 57% of 13-year oids and 4#% of 17-year-olds
reported that they talk about school "almost every day" with their parents.
Fewer than 9% of students at each age level reported that they "almost
never" :speak to their parents about school.

24 .
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9-YEAR-OLDS (all students)
Region 1
Reaion 2
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Region 5

Region 6

13-YEAR-OLDS (ali students)
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Region 6

17-YEAR-OLDS (ail students)
Region .1 .
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Region 4
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FIGURE 4

Achievement on Total Test by Region* -
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AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF ITEMS ON TOTAL TEST ANSWSRED CORRECTLY

NOTES: (1) Resuits for all students include Bic Zities. Results by region ¢z not include Big Cities because the
scores of Big-City students tend to differ from those of students in their respective regions, according to information
from previous assessments in Connecticut. {(2) Comparisons should be made within, not between, age aroups since
the test was different at each age level. (3) Asterisk represents statistically significant difference between region and

statewide average.
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FIGURE 5

Achievement of Total Test by Size of Community
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NOTES: (1) Comparisons should be made within, not between, age groups since the test was different at each age
fevel. (2} Arterisk represents statist:cally significant difference ‘between size of community and statewide average.
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TABLE 2

Achievemeht of Connectiﬁht Repcrting Groups

Vgriabie/Response

Average Percentage of Items on
Total Test Answered Correctly

9-Year-0lds

13-Year-01ds

17-Year-01ds

ALL STUYDENTS

Students Are Children of*x
Mostly upper-income parents
Mostly middle-income parents
Mostly lower-inccme parents
A range of income -backgrounds

Sex of Student
Male
_Fema?e

Language Other Than English
Spoken at Home

Yes -

No

Hours Per Day Spent Watching TV
Less than 1 hour
Between 1 and 2 hours
Between 2 and 3 hecurs
More than 3 hours

Talk with Parents About School
Almost every day
Once in a while
Almost never

80*
79%
69x
77%

75
75

l"*

76 *

73
77
77%
74 %

78*
74%
70*

64%-
62%
51%

53%

60*
58%*

58

59*

63*
60*
60*
56*

61*
56*
56*

66

75%
68 *
60 =
65

68% -
65%

62 %
67 *

70%
68 %
. 65%
60*

69 *
64 *
63 %

* Represents statistically significant difference between group and

_ statewide average

** This question appeared on p.incipal questionnaire.

on student questionnaire.

L 4

oo

A1l others aprzared



TABLE 2 (continued)

Average Percentage of Items on

Variable/Response Total Test Answered Correctly

9-Year-0lds 13-Year-Olds 17-Year-0lds

Hours Per Week Spent Reading
for Pleasure

Less than 1 hour 71%* . 53% 61*
Between 1 and 3 -hours - 76 58* 66

Between 3 and 5 hours 77* 62 * 69 *
Between 5 and 10 hours 78% 65* o 72%*
~~z than 10 hours 78% 68 * T 74*

How Do You Like Your Schooi?

I hate it 69 * 53* 61*
I don't 1ike it very much 75 57 64% .
It's 0.K. 76 57 % 64 *
I Tike it pretty much - 76 * pl* 69 *
I 1ike it a Tot ’ 74 % 60 70%




READINT FOR PLEASURZ. At each age level, student performance increasec
as the .aumber bf hcurs they spend reading for pleasure increased. Stu-
dents wh) reported reading for pleasure less than one hour per week
perforned up to 6% below the s.ate, whereas those who read more than 10
hours per week performed up to .9% above the state. These trends were
more prcnounced for 13- and 17-year-olds than for 9-year-oids.

Approximately 60% of the students at each age level réported that they
read for pleasure three hours or less per week, while 10% or fewer
reported that they read more than 10 hours per week.

¢

ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL. Students who 1ike schoal tended -to perform
better than those who do not. Students at edch age Tevel who reported
that they “hated" school performed up to 6% below the state, whereas
those who reported 1iking it "pretty much" p=rformed up to 4% above the
state. ) :

Fewer than 15% of students at each age level said that they "don't like
it" or "hate it." -About 29% of the 9-year-olds and about 10% of 13- and
17-year-olds reported that they 1ike school “"a lot."

3]
e
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COMPARING CONNECTICUT WITH THE NATION
AND THE NORTHEAST REGION

Introduction

In order to put into perspective the achievement of Connecticut students,
results presented here compare Connecticut students with students in the
nation and the Northeast region tested by the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP). While many items on the tests were originally
NAEP items, a number of them were modified for the CAEP tests. The results
described here are for only those items that were exactly the same on both -
the NAEP and CAEP tests..

Figure 6 displays the average percentage of these test items answered
correctly by the three age groups tested in Connecticut and by their coun- )
terparts in the-nation and Northeast region. The Northeast region is defined
by NAEP as including Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Conn-
ecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, wash1ngt0n, D.C., Pennsylvania,
Maryland, and Delaware. ' .
The reader should bear in mind that NAEP tests students at each age level
regardless of the grade in which they are enrolled, while CAEP tested 9-,
13-, and 17-year-olds enrolled only in grades 4, 8, and 11, respectively.
Further, NAEP uses paced audiotapes to accompany the tests, while LAEP did
not. These differences should be taken into consideration when interoreting
the comparative scores.

~

Summary of-Results

There was a Lota1 of 12 NAEP 1items for 9-year olds, 19 for 13-year-olds,
rd 23 Tur |/-]!:cu-u1u> That were usSed in iaentical form o1 the CALP tests.

For all age groups, Connecticut students performed at about the same level
as their counterparts nationwide, but slightly below thcse in the Northeast.
The Targest difference in performance was approximately 3% for Connecticut
~9-year-olds as compared to the Northeast region;. 13- and 17-year-olds scored
about the same as their national and Northeast counterparts. ,
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FIGURE 6

Comparing Connecticut, -the Northeast and the Nation on. NAEP Items
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NOTE: Comparisons should be made within, not between, age groups since the test was different at each age level.

r

Q . T . 3i
ERIC : |

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



_HIGHLIGRTS OF THE STUDENT AND PRINCIPAL
QUESTIONNAIRES

The purpose of this chapter is to summarize the attitudes and activities -~
that characterize the students tested in CAEP, and to describe selected

. programs and resources avai]ab]e in Connecticut schools.

The student quest1onna1res were analyzed to determine the percentage of
students choosing each response alternative for each question. These

data are reported fo:~ all students and fer studeints in each region and

- size of commun1ty.

Responses recorded on the principal questionnaires were similarly analyzed
" to determine the percentage of principals choosing each response alterna-
tive to each question. These data are presented for all principals of
participating schools enrolling 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds, respectively.
These results are also categorized by size of community and region.

Highlights of the results of the student questionnaire and the principal
questionnaire follow. g

Student Questionnaire Results

STUDENT PARTICIPATION I SCHOOL AFFAIRS.. Approximate‘.y 20% of 13-year-
olds and 17% of 17-year-olds reported that students in their .schools
"often" help to decide about school affairs, whereas approximately 30%

of l3-year -olds and 35% of 17-year-olds reported that students "rarely"
help in these decisions. Nearly 30% of both 13- and 17-year-olds reporteu
that they have personally tried to bring about changes in school rules
ana.approximately 23% o 25% reporied thal they have tried L chanye the
courses offered in schools. However, about half of the 13-year-olds and
about’36% of the 17-year-olds reported that they have tried #o increase
the extracurricular activities offered by their schools. (These questions
were not asked of 9-year-olds.)

-

ATTITUDE TOWARD SOCIAL STUDIES. Between 43% and 50% of all three age
groups reported that social studies is "one of their favorite" courses or
their "favorite" course as compared to other subjects "they study in schodl.
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSES. lightly more 17-year;olds than
9- or 13-year-olds (28% versus 22%)) indicated that they have some choice
in what they study in their social studies“classes. :

ADDFOXTmate1y 84% of 91year olds reported that their social studies classes
are interesting whereas about 66% of 13- and 16% of 17-year-olds found the -
t0p1cs they study in social studies interesting to them.

-About 58% ‘of 13-year-olds reported that their homework assignments in social
studies are meaningful to them as compared to 47% of .9-year-olds and 43% of
17-year-olds who indicated as such.

More younger than older students reported that their social studies cliasses
include a "variety" of activities: about 88% of the 9-year- o]ds, 80% of
the 13~year-olds and 73% of the 17-year-olds.

—_—

Principal Questionnaire Results

: ’
PROBLEMS RELATING TO SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSES. Principals were asked to in-

dicate whether or not their social studies teachers felt.that any of
several schoo]-re]ated prob]ems affected their classes.

® About 35% of pr1nc1pals of schools at each grade Tevei reported a
lack of funds for social studies classes.

® More principals at the 17-year—o1d Tevel (38%) than at 13- or 9-
vear-old level (28% and 26%) reported a lack of audio-visual ma-
terials.

® More principdls at the 9-year-old level (50%) than at the 13- or 17-
year old level {37% and 31%) reported that textbooks are too diffi-
cult for the students to read. Mcreover, 29% of principals at the
9-year-old level reported that textbookc are irrelevant, whereas
18% of principals at the 13-year-o0ld level and 11% at the 17-year-
old level reported as such.

® Nhaiid INY A€ ainn msmatmnnTla ad &L
ToAuvU L Jums VI olic ].u ICiIpaId au L

a lack of planning time, whereas:
year old Tevel reported as such.

® Many more principals at the 17-year-old level than at the 9- or 13-
year old level reported that large classes are a problem for their
sccial seud1es teachers (38% versus 22% and 16%, respectively).

® More principals of older students reported that the roor social
studies background of students is a problen for teachers than did
principals of younger studies: 40% at the 17-year-01d level and
38% at the 13-year-01d jevel versus 30% at the 9-year-old Tevel.

33 :
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FIELD TRIPS. More principals at the 13-year-old
Tevel than at any other level reported that financial support is not
available for student field trips (approximately 64% at the 13-year-old
tevel, 51% at the 9-year-old level, and 44% at the 17-year-old level).

e

SOCIAL STUDIES STAFF SUPPORT. Principals were asked to indicate whether
their school district encouraged social studies staff and curriculum
deve1opment in certain specific ways. Their responses are summarized
below. In general,.less staff support appears to exist in e]ementary
schools than in 3un1or high or high schools.

-

® Three quarters of the principals of 17-year-olds reported that
[n-gservice training with credit is not available to their staff
as compared to 93% of the principals of 13-year ~-0lds and 86% of
the principals of 9-year- 01ds.

® Just under ha1f of the principals of 17-year-olds versus 54%Vand
59% of those at the 13- and 9-year-old level reported that in-
service treining without eredit iS not available to their staff.

° Approximate1y 86% of the principals at the 9-year-old level, 76%, /
at the 13-year-old level, and 66% at the 17-year-old level reported
that paid swmmer workshops are not available. .

® Approximately 62% of principals at the 9-year-old level, 43% at the
13-year-old level and 37% at the 17-year-old level indicated that
half-day(s) release time is not available to teachers. The same
trend was found for full-day(s) réelease time; here the percentages
.ranged from 68% to 87%.

® About three quérters'of princfpa}s at the.9-year-old level reported
they do not have visiting consultants at their schools, compared to
64% and 59% for the 13- and 17-year old levels, respectively.,

¢ About three quarters of principals at the 9-year-ald .level reported
that finaneial support for attending in-state conferences is not
available, whereas slightly cver half of the principals at the 13-
year-old level and just under a third of the principals at the 17-
year-old level reported this to be the case. The same pattern of
results was found on finareial support for out-of-state conferences,
except the percentages were approximately 10% greater.

® Qver half of the principals at the 9-year-old level reported that

professioral days are not available, whereas 20% and 13% of the
principais at the i3~ and i7-year oid ievei reported as sucn.

34



RESULTS OF YOUNG ADULT SURVEY

This chapter highlights the results of a survey of 249 Connecticut young
adults ranging in age from.26 to 35. The survey collected information on:
(1) backgrounds of the participants; (2) the extent of their current civic
participation; (3) their evaluation of their high school training; and

(4) the extent of their citizenship/social studies knowledge and skill.

Background Information

Following is a characterization of the demographics and background of the
sample of young adults who responded to the survey.

SEX: Forty-one percent were male and 59% were fehaie.
AGE: The sample was evenly distributed across ages 26-35.

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL: Approximately 48% graduated from high school, 21%
graduated from a two-year:.college,.approximately 16% graduated from a
four-:2ar college, and about 10% completed a graduate program. About 4%
did not finish high school.

TYPE OF SCHOOL: Almost two-thirds received their elementary and high
school education in Connecticut public schools, 8% were educated in
Connecticut non-public schools, and approximately 26% attended both public
and non-public schools in Connecticut. :

BILINGUALISM: About 6% speak a language other than English in their homes.

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: Among males, approximately one-third were skilled
craftsmen or foremen and an additional third were in professional occupa-
tions; whereas among females, 6% and 19% respectively, were employed in
these occupations. Nearly a third of the females reported that they were
homemakers. Approximately .10% of the males and ?6% of the females were
employed as an office or sales clerk. Between 8% and 9% of both males
and females were semi-skilled workers, and about 16% of the males and 6%
of the females were managers or owners.:

TELEVISION WATCHING: Almost two-thirds of the sample watch between one
and three hours of television per day; and 17% watch less than one hour -
and 17% watch ‘more “than three hours per day.

READING :OR PLEASURE: "Approximately one naif read for pieasure.tnree
hours or less per week, about a quarter read between three and five hours
‘per week, and about a quarter read over five hours per week.

w)
in
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Results of Civic Participation Survey’

POLITICAL ACTfVITIES Th1rty four percent of the young-adults reported
-that they had written to an elected representative, and 17% said that
they had actively worked for the election of a political candidate.

VOTING: Seventy-one percent voted in the-last presidential election, 60%
voted in the last state election, and 56% voted in the last local election.

INVOLVEMENT IN ORGANIZATIONS: About 24% reported that they were actively -
involved in a community service organization, 15% were active in a reli-
gious organization, and fewer than 5% were involved in either political,
citizen, or ethnic organizations.

POLITICAL INFLUENCE: When asked whether they thought they can influence
political decisions in the state of Connecticut, 36% of the adults
responded that they felt they could.

INFORMATION ABOUT PUBLIC AFFAIRS: OQver half felt they were "fairly well-
informed" about public affairs, 33% reported that they were "not well-
informed," and 12% felt they were "well- irnformed."

USE OF PYBLICLY-SUPPORTZD r’/!CI'LITIE‘S‘ Seventy-seven percent reported
that they had used a public library within the past year, 51% to 60%
reported that they had used a public museum, recreation center, or schocl,
and\92% reported that they had used a public park within the last year.

) R . .
Results of High School Experience Survey

Respondents were asked to describe how much their high school .experiences
taught them things related tu the citizensnip/social studies obJeyt1ves
measured by the test.

Between 38% and 61% of respondents reported that t"2ir high school expAri-
ence taught them about each objective to "some" extent. The following

summary describes the percentage of respOndenbs who fe]t they received a
"Tittle or no" or "a lot of" educatian in thece areas.

A substantial percentage o. respondents felt that they received "a Tot" c¢f
training in two objectives: (1) U.S. history (60%), and (2 the wa' tne
U.S: govermment is set up and what purpose each part serves 41%). By
contrast, a substantial percentage felt they received "1ittle or no"
experience in five objectives:

e lTocal and state h%story (39%)

- e eccnomic systems-and how they work {40%)

36 ~



e the relationship betwegn individuals and society (51%)
e the ways our cu]ture shapes values and behavior (47%)

e skills such s using maps, cr locating, organizing and judging
informatio- (32°’) ,

Achievement Results

The purpose of this section is to describe the performance of Connecticut
adults on the skills and knowledge measured by the test, and to compare
their achievement to that of 17-year-olds tested in CREP and young adults
tested by NAEP in the nation ard the Northeas.

S
1

PIRF_RMANCE OF CONNECTICUT YOUNG 4DULTS

. o Between 74% and 83% of -the adults knew the purpose of the Cohstitu-
tion and could relate historical to recent events.

e Between 82% and 87% knew about the influence that England or events
in England had on 1ife in the U.S. However, 32% could describe the
influence that the Declaration of Inde"end(nce has nad on other
nations. _ :

— o Almost all of the adults (98% to- 99%) knew. that drivers® licenses

" are issued at the state level and that U.S. Senators are elected

- to office. In addition, 88% knew which branch of the federal
govermment generally writes and passes Taws and 70% knew that the
Supreme Court can declare an act of Congress unconstitutional,

e Sixty-five percent knew the crocedures of the electoral college
and 1% could jdentify the ideclogical basis for majority rule.

e Approximately A5% knew the basis of the Supreme Court ruling >
against the requirement of prayer in pub11c schcols and 66% knew
that a person did not have to believe in God to hold a publit
cffice. .

o Nearly all (98%) knew that voting is a basic duty of citizenship
and 84% knew that serving on & jury is a responsibility of
citizenship..

e Ninety-nine percent of the adults could name the. twc Targest

political parties in the U.S. and 91% knew the purpose of the
United Natjons.
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e Seventy-one percent could identify ‘the purpose of forming the
European Common Market. In addition, 74% knew that both the U.S.
and U.S.S.R. are rich in natural resources and 92% knew that
government ownership and controi of industry exists in the Soviet
Union but not in the U.S.

e About 69% of the adults understood specialization and division of
1abor and 92% could discriminate between producer and consumer
goods. However, 32% knew the theoretical result of laissez-fa<re
economics. :

e Eighty percent knew the most likely ce to site d/city, given a
"~ topographical map.
AN

¢ Ninety-one percent knew that television, novels and'advertisfng
have the most influence on determining sex rolies in our society.

e Sixty-three percent of the respondents knew the purpose of the
-Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature and 91% could form a logi-
cal conclusion from a political statement.

e Between 74% and 87% of the adults could correctly obtain *=foria-
tion from graphs.

COMPARING CONNECTICUT ADULTS AND 17-YEAR-OLDS. In general, Connecticut
young adults outperformed 17-year-oids on the items that were tested on
both age groups. Young adults scored up to 27% abeve 17-year-olds on 29
out of 31 items. The only exceptions were found for two items, where
17-year-cids performed 4% and 10% above the young aduits. These two
questicns measured more "factual" or "textbogk" knowledge.

-

COMPARING CONNECTICUT ADULTS WITH ADULTS IN THE NATIGi AND TEZ NORTHEAST
REGION. On the ten items available for comparisons, Connecticut young
adults performed about the same or higher than young adults tested by
NAEP across the nation and in the Northeast region. Differences in per-
formance ranged from Z%Oto 20% higher for Connecticut adults.
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INTERPRETATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction

\\\/This section of the report contains an anaiysis and interpretation of the
findings of TAEP and a set of recommendations based on those findings.
The work of interpreting the results was the responsibility of the CAEP
Citizenship/Social Studies Advisory Committee. The recommendations
developed by the Committee are aporopriate to several audiences inzliiaing,
but not limited to, teachers, locei administrators, curricuium piannars,
and state-Tevel decision-makers.

- The Context: The Committee's View of the Findings

The findings of CAEP were viewed by the Committee as constituting basel:ne

. information about the citizenship/social studies skills and knowledge f
Connecticut students on a set of high-priority learning objectives.
Because only a smail number of items represented each objective on the
test,-the Commiitee refrained from addressing issues of mastery of_the
objectives. Rather, thev elested to embed their interpretations and
recommendations ir the context of their professional expeciations for
students statewide in consiceration of the pa-ticular group of items for
each ebjective.

The reader is cautioned to bear in mind that a differen: test was admin-
istered at each age level. WHhile some items were administered. to more
than one age<group, it is generally the case that the sez of items for
each objective differed to some extent for each age level. Where the
same test item was -administered to more than one age croup, this duplica-
tion permits & comparison of the achievement of each age group on that
particular task. Where such comparisons exist, .it was anticipated that

achievement would increase as age level increazsed. A decrezce in achieve- . -

ment provides information useful for instructiona1“p1anning because it
- -serves as one jndication that a particular skill is not uniformly
. retained or reinforced across school years.

The reader should also note that the Committee's evaluation of student
performance as "good," "average," or "poor" on a particular objective
were statements made with respect to the ‘achievement of that age group
on other objectivese That is, the focus was aiways on the strengtns and
weaknesses of @ given age group across the objectives tested at fthat
ievel. Within this context, the Committee made “nterpretive comments on
performance which fell short of expectation; and which met or exceeded
expectations. .

~
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Ahile most reccmmendations are based cn perceptions of weaknesses in
Students' skills, the Committee emphasized that the observed strengths
should not be overlooked. In particular, areas which showed high per-
formance by students should continue to receive the same quality of
instructional and curricular effort in order to maintain student's -
strengths in these areas. Where weaknesses are observed, the Commictee
was constrained to point out that, in some tases, read1ng skills mayv ,
have affected the performance of some students. While Tearning- -disabied
and non-English-speaking students were not tested in CAEP, it was noted
that students who speak a Tanguage in addition to Englisn performed less
well than other students, and students whc reported spend1ng more time
reading for p]easure outperformed other students.

The substance of *he ipterpretations and recommendations relates to the
performance of Connecticut students on individual objectives and test
items. The Committee also made some recommend-tions based on resul*s
comparing Connecticut students to stud--ts across the nation tested by
NAEP and based on selected results of .ne student and principa’ question-
nairss. Many of the Committee's comments and recommendations should be
considered ah outgrowth of their general view that the teaching of a K-12
zequential sotial studies curriculum would strengthen performance across
the state.

-

Goal Area I: History - <

ST TS A m rAAe ~— A - Ay ts oo

FUOWLEDGE IR IOJAL, STATE, AND ULS. HISTORY., Nine-year-olds scored very
well on this objective; their average of 85% correct was the second
highest score of all objectives assessed at this age level. The test
guestions for this obJect1ve were entirely different at the upper age
levels, but it remains noteworthy that of all objectives, this one showed
the Towest Tevel of performance -by 13-year-olds (41% correct) and second
Towest performance by 17-year-olds (58% correct).

The Committee pointed out that curricula in the eariy grades usually
includes study of major national holidays and American Indians. Accord- ~
ingly, on items assessing knowledge related to these topics, 9- year-olds
performed well. = For many 13-year-olds, howzver, it has been at least
two years since they have studied introductory Amer1caw 1story Because
testing of 13-year-olds occurred in Nov-rber, most of the items for this
objectwve on their test focused on early Americar Histcry. Nevertheless,
or]y 6% 13-year-olds {and the same perce “age of ./-year-olds) knew
thet the »undamenta1 Orders of Cornecticut was the first written constitu-
tion in America, and only 32% nf i13-year-olds (but 63 of 17-year-olds)
could icentify the purpose of the Constitution.
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- A11 of the items for this objective on the !7-year-old test were considered

common to the curricula for this age group, with the possible exception

~ of one 5n’the Supreme Court ruling regarding school desegregation (which
was the only item for this objective on which "Big City" students performed

about the same as students statewide). Because, with a few exceptions, the

range in percent-correct across the items was generally 51% to 69%, the

Committee was nc* satisfied with the performance of 17-year-olds.

KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND CONTRIBUTI ONS OF CIVILIZATION.

dotn - and lo-year oids performed reiatively well {75% anc 65% correct,
raspectively), while 17-year-olds performed relatively poorly .(60% correct)
on this cbjective. The Committee noted that 97% to 99% of 9- and 13-year-
olds (which was higher than the proportions in the respective national
groups) were aware that radio had not yet been invented in Columbus' time.
Further, 53% of 9-year-olds, 82% of 13-year-olds, and 87% of 17-year-olds
knew that England has had the most influence on the American way of 1ife—
a trend showing substantial improvement at the upper age Tevels. It was
also considered noteworthy that only 27% of 13-year-olds and 31% of 17-
year-olds knew that our number system derives from the Arabs (47% thought
it was the Romans and 20% to 23% thought it was the English). The Commit-
tee felt that more students should be aware of this contribution and that
the data perhaps reflect a ltack of curricular emphasis on contributions
from non-Western cul tures. .

On this and the previous objective, Connecticut students performed at

about the same ievel or slightly above their national and Northeast coun-
terparts. Nevertheless, the Committee was not satisfied with student
performance because they expected the more traditional emphasis in Connec-
ticut social studies programs to have produced higher levels of achievement.
They were particularly concerned that students are not Tearning state and
local history prior to the eighth grade.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ’
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Increase the integration of state and local history
instructicn into all levels of social studies programs.

2. Strengthen the elementary social studies program;\to
insure that the responsibility for social studies
‘nstruction must not be assumed by middle schools and
high schools.

3. Insure that high school students develop the ability to
distinguish between @ constitution and other documents
(such as compacts, treaties, etc.) .
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-Goal Area II: Political Science

KNOWLEDGE OF THE STRUCTURE, FUNCTION, ANP PROCESSES OF U.S. GOVERNMENT.
A1l three age groups showed relatively low performance on this objective.
. The score on this objective was the lowest of all assessed at the 9-year-
old level (56% correct), the second Towest at the 13-year-olds Tevel (49%
correct), and the third lowest for 17-year-olds (59% correct), even though
the set of questions differed at each age level.

" The Committee was not overly concerned about 9-year-oids‘- performance
because this objective required the most formally-structured knowledge.
Given that many of these students have not covered this material and that
cn the one NAEP item they scored comparably with the nation, the Committee
was pleased that 9-year-olds scored as well as they did. Notably, 77%
knew the capitol of Connecticut and 69% knew that the governor is part of
the state government (although, in the latter case, only 54% of students
in "Big Cities" recognized the governor as such). Not unexpec.edly, only
25% of 9-year-olds knew what level of government issues a driver‘s license,
although the Committee noted that 5¢% selected a logical but incorrect
choice (town or city) as the governmental level. On a similar question,
65% of 13-year-olds and 88% of 17-year-olds knew that drivers' licenses
are issued at the state level.

The Committee was similarly unsurprised at the relatively low scores for
13-year-olds because these students generally do not formally learn about
government until the ninth grade. Committee members were in agreement
that the introduction of formal government instiuction is appropriate at
the ninth grade Tevel because it is at this time that students are best
equipped to handle the related concepts. They were satisfied that 70% of
13-year-olds knew the two houses of Congress, that 66% knew which branch
of government was responsible for judging the constitutionality of laws,
and that 55% knew which branch was responsible for the writing and passing
of Taws. On questions that required more subtle and spec1f1c information
about governmental functions and processes, fewer _3- year- ~olds were able
to select the correct response.

The majority of items administered at the 13-year-old level were also

~ tested at the 17-year-old level. On half of the items, between 70% and
88% answered correctly and on the cther half, between 38% and 46%
answered correctly. While the latter performance scores were low, they
were comparable with scores in the naticn and Northeast. In general, the
Cormittee -felt that 17-year-old performance on this objective should be
higher.

IDEOLOGY AND ERACTICES OF DIFFERENT POLITICAL S¥572M5. On this objective,
assessed only at the 13- and 17-year-old levels, performance was 52% cor-
rect for 13-year-olds and 64% correct for 17-year-olds. The Committee

V&R
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noted that 77% of 13-year-olds could identify a characteristic of democracy
on a rather-easy test Question and about half answered correctly two ques-
tions on identifying characteristics of democratic.versus. totalitarian
systems. A somewhat lower percentage of 13-year-olds knew the characteris-
tics of a dictatorship (37%) and could identify the basis for the principle
of majority rule (39%), but, the Committee noted that the latter question
required a subtle distinction probably not taught until high schooi.
Because most 13-year-olds have not yet been taught comparative political
science, the Commiltee was generaliy satisfied-with their level of
performance on this objective.

Four of the six jtems administerdd to 17-year-olds were also administered
at the 13-year-old level and, on these items, 17-year-olds consistent’y
outperformed 13-year-olds. Across the six items, 17-year-olds scored in
the range of 55-67% correct, except on one item assessing knowledge of
differences between the press in a democratic society and a dictatorship
{(81%). It was the consensus of the Committee that 17-year-old performance
should be higher on these items, but they were impressed that students
from "Big Cities" performed at about the Same level as students statewide
on knowledge of characteristics of.democratic and totalitarian systems.

HNOWLEDGE OF THE NATURE OF CONFLICT AND MEANS OF RESOLVING IT. The
performance of alil three age groups was relatively high on this objective
(80% correct for 9-year-olds, 72% correct for 13-year-olds, and 76%
correct for 17-year-olds). Between 71% and 90% of 9-year-o0lds answered
correctly the five questions administered to them and, on the one NAEP
item, Connecticut performance was roughly comparable with that in the
nation. The Committee assumed that 9-year-olds were performing well on
these questions because they focused on concepts of human relationships
in situational confiict rather than on specific content knowiedge. The
items were Lhought to be basic but appropriate for the age Tevel. was
"noted, however, that while 39% of all 9-year-olds could identify “crime"
as the Targest problem facing American cities, fewer (78%) in "Big Cities,"
in particular, were aware of this fact.

With few exceptions, the Committee was generally satisfied with 13- and
17-year-oid performance on this objective. Across the items administered
at .each level, 64% tc 31% of 13-year-olds and 83% to 95% of 1i7-vear-olds
answered correctly. -One exception was an item requiring students to
analyze the most difficult aspect of an immigration problem for which cre
commory Taw could not provide a resolution; 39% of 13-year-olds and 55% of
17-year-olds answered correctly. These questions were the most analytic
of all items assessing the objectjve and required more _omplex reasoning
skills. The questions were considered to be difficult btut good measures
of social studies skills and the Committee was concerred .nat students may
not be prepareu to deal with this level of analysis.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE '
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Strengthen-social studies programs to incluce stronger
‘preparation in analytic and reasoning skills in
relationship to social studies problems.

2.. Increase high school students' knowledge cf the struc-
ture and function of all1 levels of govermment, including
the responsibilities of specific branches.

3. At the high school level, strengthen-the comparative
treatmént of ideo]ogy and government, incorporating
such comparisons throughout the feach1ng of U.S.

“government.

Goal Area I1I: Citizenéhig

XNOWLEDGE OF ESSENTIAL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES AND HOW THEY ARE GUARANTEED,
The scores on this objective were the third highest (84% correct) at the
9-year-old level and highest (79% correct)-at the 13-year-old level; but
17-year-olds performed less well (69% correct) than the younger groups.
However, only one.item was common to all age groups and on this item
performance improved. across age levels: 72% of 9-year-olds, 80% of 13-
‘year-olds, and 91% ot 17-year-olds knew that a "judge" is responsible

for insuring the fairness of a trial. On the only other item administered
to 9-year-olds, 95% recognized the right to belong o any church and the
Committee was rather impressed with this performance.

Between 63% and 92% of 13-year-olds answered correctly the other four
items pertaining to this objective. Ironically, the lowest performance
was on identifying one's right to attend a church of one's choice (63%
cerrect); but the distractors for this item were more difficult than
those in the similar item assessed at the 9-year-old level. The Committee
expressed concern that this item showed the highest negative discrepaney
when comparing Connecticut and the nation, and that only 12% of 13-year-
olds in Connecticut "Big Cities" (as compared *o 63% statewide) could
correctly identify the "right." The Committee noted that many "Big City"
students incorrectly selected the "right to a job® and that th1s false
information on their part requires correction.

A
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At the 17-year-old level, a wide rarge in performance (51-91%) was
observed on the five jtems administered to this group. The results
indicate-that students have some general knowledge about the existence
of rights but are not well informed on the specifics. On the two items
avaiiabie, Connecticut 17-year-olds outpertormed the nation by a small
margin, but the Comm1ttee agreed that better- performance should be
expected. }

KNOWLEDGE OF THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF U.S. CITIZENSHTP This
vpjective showed the highest performance among 9-vear-olds (94% correct),
the fourth highest performance among 13-/ear-o1ds (3% correct), and the
second highest performance among 17-year-olds (80% correct). The Committee
was satisfied that, on the two items administered to 9-year-olds, 92% to
96” knew that everycne who 1lives in the United States must "pay taxes" and
"obey Taws."
On two different items administered to both 13- and 17-year-olds, perform-
ance was more variable; 81% of 13-year-olds and 93% of 17-year-olds knew
that the most basic duty of citizenship is to "vote," while 55% of 13-
year-olds and 68% of 17-year-olds knew that "serving on a jury" is a )
responsibility of citizenship (29-37% identified this as a "right" rather
than a "responsibility"). The Committee believed this result indicates.
that students cannot clearly distinguish between ‘a "r1ght" and "responsi-
bility," and noted that the former concept may be receiving more emphasis
than the 1atter ¢ -

S

XNOWLZDGE OF WHE ROLE OF POLITICAL OPDOSITION AND SPECIﬁL INTEREST GROUPS.
Performance on this objective was not particularly good at the 9-year-oid
Tevel (75% correct) and 17-year~old level (67% correct), but was even
Tower among 13-year-olds (53% correct). On the one. item that was similar
for all three age groups (with language level slightly simp]ified for 9=
year-olds), all three ageggroups performed quite well: 72%, 86%, and 94%
respect1ve1y, knew why it was good that, in our political systen, two
pecpie can run for the same office. Nine-year-olds did similarly well on
the otber item administered to them one requiring an understanding of

"vested interest."

At the 13- and 17-year-pld levels, overall performance on the objective
was "depressed" by performance on one jtem in particular. Whiie 71% of

- 13-year-olds and 93% of 17-year-olds could name the two major political
parties in the U.S., only 5% and 24% respectively could name another
poijtical party (while 12% and 41% of the respective national groups could
do so). It was noted that 34% of 13-year-olds and 19% of "17-year-olds
omitted the question entirely, while 22% efd 40% respectively identified
“Independent” as a political party. The latter response. was scored as.
incorrect to be consistent with NAEP data, despite the fact that
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"Independent" parties exist in Connecticut. It is not clear from the
results whether students entering this response were referring to a bona
fide Independent Party or were confusing Independent candtdates with
Independent parties.

It was considered noteworthy that 50% of 13-year-olds and 71% of 17-year-
oids knew that one useful function of civil disobedience is that it
focuses atiention on the issue. While these students may have gained

this awareness through out-of-school experiences or through current events
topics in school, the Committee was satisfied that they demonstrated an
understanding of the concept.

. RECCMMZNDATIONS “OF THE
CITIZENSHIP/SCCiAL STUDIES ADM;SORY COMMITTEE

1. At the high school level, strengthen teaching-demon-
strating the application ¢f the Bill of Rights to real
Tife < ..iations in order that students may develop
spec:tic as well as general knowledge about civil
rights.

20 Ass st students to distinguish between the concepnts of
rights"” and "responsibilities" in a democratic society.

3. Continue tc stress the importance of political opposi-
tion 2nd interest groups in a democratic society.

Goal Arez IV. fconomics

KNOWNLEDGE UF XCONCHIC SYSTEMS AND ECONOMIC BERAVIORS. Performance of 9-
year-olds on this obgict1ve was relatively good (71% cdrrect) and about
average among 13-year-olds % correct) and 17-year-plds (73% correct).
On the one itar dd11r1s+ered to both 9- and 13-year-olds on understanding
the meanine of “hHuy now, pay jater," scores of both groups were high and
showed cconsidarable improvenent frOm grade to grade '(83%-to -91% correct).
In addition. xthe Ccrmitree was satisfied that 77% of 9-year-olds knew
-that taxes are paid or products purchased. While only 52% knew that a
store owner <cxpacts tu wmake money by buying or making- products for less -
than they are so0ld, *the Commnittee felt that the.phraseolcgy of the item
may have lowered porfermance of those students who did not take the time
to read it carevuily.
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The Committee was satisfied that 79% of 13-year-olds and 92% of 17-year-
olds understood the effect of scarcity on product price. While 66% of
13-year-olds and 71% of 17-year-olds (roughly the.same proportions as in
the respective national groups) knew that both the U.S. and the Soyiet
Union are rich in natural resources, the Committee agreed that Connecticut
scores did not meet their expectations. Of even more concern was the fact
that 42% of 13-year-olds (slightly higher than the naticnal group) and 73%
of 17-year-olds (about the same as the national group) knew that government
ownership and control of industry is character1st1c of the Soviet Union

bot not of the United States. -

whiie 62% of 13-year-oids and /9 of 17-year-0105 knew the difference
between conzumer and producer goods, the Committee believed that perform-
ance should be higher here since the guestion was fairly easy and the
concept is taught early in many programs. A consistent difficulty with
economic concepts was noted in that-only 22% of 13-year-01ds knew the
difference between goods and services and only 34% (and 53% of 17~-year- ~
olds) understood the concepts of specialization and division of labor.
The' Com£1ttee concluded that students-are having difficulty with such
economic concepts ‘as goods, services, producer, consumer, and spec1a11za4
tion, and that the supposed recent focus on economic educat10n is not
borne out by achievement results.

RECOMMENDATIONS JF THE
& CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISCRY COMMITTEE

1. Provide more emphasis on economic education especiaily
in regard to the teaching of econom1c concepts.

2. Maintain the emphas1s on comparative economics at the
hich school Tevel. ' '

-

¢ Goal Area V: Geography

KIOWLEDGE OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMANS AND THEIR PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT. A1l three age groups performed relatively poorly ¢n this
objective (69%, 52%, and 61% correct, respectively). C(n three of the
four items administered at the 9-year-old level, between 7% and 91% of
the students answered correctly. These items assessed knowledge of the
interactions between sccieties and‘particular geographical conditions.
On the one item requiring students to predict the 1ikely location of a
city given topographical conditions on a_map, however, only 22% of 9-
year-olds (51% of 13-year-olds and 64% of 17-year-olds) could answer
correct’y The Cormittee was concerned that students may be learning
“place" geography rather than the ana]ytxc/predwct1ve skills that involve
such concepts as city siting.
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The older age groups appeared to have similar difficulties with geographi-
cal concepts. While 71% of 13-year-olds and 83% of 17-year-olds knew the
fact that settlers made houses of sod because it was available, only 43%

of 13-year-olds and 36% of 17-year-olds (on an item with slightly different
distractors) could fidentify a 1ikely effect of a manmade change in the
physical environment. , -

3

RECOMMENDATIOVS C THE -
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. Increase Students' understaﬂd1ng of geograph1ca1
concepts to extend their knowledge of place geography
to analytic and predictive skills in dealing with
factors in the physical environment.

Goal Area VI: Sociology

KNOWLEDGE OF THE RELATIONSHP BETWEEN HUMANS AND THEIR SOCIAL ENVIRONME'T.
Relative to- other objectives, 9-year-olds performed fairly well (75%
correct), but this objective showed the third highest performance among
13-year-olds (69% correct) and the highest performance ¢f 17-year-olds

. (84% correct). One item administered to all age groups required students
 to identify the family as the organization performing a set of listed
functions; stromrg improvement ir performance was observed acfoss the age
Tevels (58%, 83%, 91% correct, respectively). The Committee was satisfied
with 9-year-old performance, given that the Tengthy 1ist of functions was
difficult for this age group to keep in mind and judge. On the one other
item administered to 9-year-oids, 92% indicated that they could select an .
activity involving group interaction and the Comm1ttee was sat1sf1ed with
this performance.

Performance of 13-year-olds was relatively lower (55% correct) on an

item requiring them to analyze the conseguences of an improved transporta-
tion system. Similarly, 60% of 13~year-old and 75% of 17-year-olds could
correctTy'answer an item on identifying different types of groups (i.e.,
"Democratic" as a national group). The Committee regarded this as further
evidence that students require more emphasis: cn soc1a1 studies concepts
and analytic skills.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
“C.TIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Continue teach1ng of soc1o1cgy conceots in the elemen-
- tary grades

2. Increase teaching of analytic sociological concept§ in
the middlie and high(schoo] grades.

Goal Area VII:  Anthropology

=

) ““WLED”E OF CULTURAL UNIVERSALS. While performance of 9-year-olds on
th1s objective was the second lowest of all objectives assessed at their
Tevel (68% correct), the performance of 13- -year-olds and 17-year-olds was
better (65% and 77% correct, respectively) with respect to other objec-
tives tested at their Teveis. Performance on one item in particular was
unexpectedly Tow; only 45% of 9-year-olds and 61% of 13~-year-olds could
identify the "family" as a culturail un1Yersa1 The Committee noted that

a substantial proportion cf both groups'selected "jobs" as a culture’

universal, perhaps because all of the societies Tisted were industrial in
nature. _ . . '

Or the other two items assessed at the 9-year-old level, - the large
majority could identify such cultural universals as "shelter." The

- Committee suggested that their knowledge of concepts may be better in
this area than in others assessed because these concepts are very basic

- in nature. Performance of the older age groups was not considered as
strong, 60% of 13-year-olds and 71% of 17-year-olds could 1dent1fy
"political .parties" as not existing in most cultures, while 73% of 13-
year-olds and 84% of 17-year-olds coulc identify. ”re11g1on" as existing
in most cultures.

AWARENESS THAT CULTURE DEFINES BTLTc-,4F“ I"“’J’VCES DEAAVIOR. 0On this
objective, performahce of both 9- and. 13-yzar-olds was fairly good (77%
and 58% correct, respectively), but for 17-year-olds (with 47%) this was
their Towest objective score. While 91% of 9-year-olds correctly
ansyered a rather easy question on beliefs and behaviors that was situa-
tional in nature; the Comm1tuee was more impressed that on a good
"thought" question, 64% knew that culture has an effect on what is taught
in the schools. Sim11a”|y, a large majority of 13-year-clds (77-80%)
" answered correctly rather factual questions requiring them to identity
effects of the changing roles for women and men and to 1nterpret the
beliefs of a described tribe.

oyl
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It wzs noted, however, that only 31% of 13-year-oids and 55% of 17-year-
olds understood the conceri of "value" and 42% of 13-year-olds and 57% of
17-year-0ids understood the concept of "sex role." Further, only 34% of
17-year-ulds knew that "any culture reflects its own traditicns" and the
pattern of incorrect responses indicated that students do not completely
understand the relationships described. The Cormittee concluded that the
results indicated a weakness in knowledge of anthropology, especially w1th
regard to concepts more complex than that of "cultural universals."

&

rh'\\l\ﬂ' IMAT TS Ar
"RECOMMENDATIONS THE

' Ur
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVI S'.Y COMMITTEL

1. Increase students' knowledge of anthropological concepts
by implewmenting a strong eleuentary and seconcary
sequential social studies program.

Goal Area YIII: Process Skills

PROCESS/DECISION-MAKING SKILLS. While performance of 9- and 17-year-old

on this objective was relatively strong (81% and 76% correct, respectively)s
13-vear-olds did not perform as well (61% correct). Among 9-year-olds,

93% knew the use of a globe, 89% could read a 1ine graph, 73% could read

a pie graph, and 87% could identify a problem in a rather simple conflict
situation.” High performance on these items was contrasted with the rela-
tively ‘Tower percentage (66%) who cculd make a correct inference/
interpretation from the fact that many people in India do not have enough
food to eat. The Comm-ttee again raised a concern about the Tevel of
performance on analytic tasks.

The same pattern of performance was evident at the upper age levels. While
91% of 13-year-olds could read a line graph and 77% understood the uses of
1ibrary cards, only 51% to 59% could draw Togical conclusicns or inferences
from given statements. Similarly,.96% cf 17-year-olds could read the iine
graph, while 75% to 83% could draw logiczi conclusions or inferences
(proportions that were somewhat lower than those in the nation). The
Committee was not satisfied with these resuits anc concluded that a greater
stress on logical and analytic thinking is regquired. Further, they were
very concerned that only 23% of 13-year-olds and 50% of 17-year-olds were
aware of the purpose or use of the Readers' Guide to Per|od1ca1 Laterature.

'~ . 4 "\
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ‘1
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Increase students' ability to discriminate among and
use various types of reference materials, such as
ericyclopedias, atlases, and the Readers' Guide to
Periodical Literature. :

IR

2. Ircrease students' ability to draw legical conclusions
K or inferencas.

Student Par+icipation in School Affairs

The Committee took particuiar note of the fact that, among 13- and 17-
year-olds, 69% to 70% indicated thet they have rever personally tried to
change school rules, 73% to 75% have never tried to change courses offered,
and 50% to 64% have never tried to increaze activities offered in their
schools. Further, 30% to 35% reported that students in their school
"rarely"” help to decide school affairs, and 72% to 78% indicated that they

have no chcice in what they study in social studies.

,Given the Cumittee's perception that social studies should be a partici-

patory learning experience, the concern was raised that students do not
appear to have the opportunity (or if it is available, take advantage of
it) to participate or become involved in school affairs. Such activities
as sitting on school councils and participating in the writing of schooi
rules should be viewed as excellent opportunities for the practice of
skills related to social studies education.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE :
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Provide the cpportunity and encourage students to
participate actively in school decision-making as &
“means of practicing social studies skills. .
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Social Studies Staff Support

~
Of particular in;erest/falthe Committee was the set of questions on tr._
principal questionnaire addressing the issue of social studies st>ff .
support. It was clear from principals' responses that such support is
seriously lacking at all! levels, but especially at the elementary level.
Of all principals questioned, the vast majority indicated that their .
schocols provide np, in-service with credit, about half seid that no in-
service without credit is provided, and a% least two-thirds said that no
paid summer workshops a*e procvided. Additienally, three-quarters of
elementary school princizals, about haif of junior high school principals,
and about a third of high school principals “ndicated that no financiai
support is available for in-state conferences; the availability of funding
for out-sf-state conferences was even more common. Further, 57% of elemen-
tary school principais, 40% of junior high school principals, and 13% of
high school princpals, indicated that no professional days are made avail-
able to teachers. '

The ‘issue of staff development and support was, in the eyes of the .
Committee, important to address. At alT age levels, but particularly at-
the elementary Tevel, teachers do not 2ppear to have sufficient opportunity
to participate in professional development activities. In the absence of
such opportunities, the strengthening of social studies at the elementary
level was seen'as sericusly hampered. While support appears to improve
somewhat at the high school level, the extent of support "leaves.much to

be desired."

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE .
CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL -STUDIES ADYISCRY COMMITTEE

1. Increase financial support for social studies staff
development, espectally at the =lementary level.

Conclusions

NATIONAL Com24r15C75, While perfermance of Connecticut students tended -
to vary depending on the particular NAEP item admigistered, it was clear
from the results that, in general, Connecticut students performed at
about the same levei as students in the nation and the Northeast regicn.
In interoreting these genera’l results, the Cormittee took two factors
into consideration: (1) According to MAEP results, the Mortheast region

(W
(%
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traditionally cutscores the nation in most subject areas, but tc a smallier

degree in social studies than in other areas; and (2) Connecticu* students

in the past have performed at least competitively with, if not better *han,
their Northeast counterparts. The Committee concluied that while Connecti-
cut perfermance across many NAEP items was fairly h1gh performance was

1ot as high as might be expected or desirable.

The Conmlttee viewed the results as siggesting a weakness in Ccnnecticut
social studies programs as compared to basic skili: curriculum areas. If
this inferencé can be drawn, it was clear to the Committee that Connecticut
is rct alone in the Northeast in demonqtrat1ng a2 need ta strangthen social
tud1es prograr

In attempting to interpret the Ccmnecticut s1tuat1on, the Comn1ttee ‘
identified -four factors which may have bearing on social studies perform-
ance: (1) the tendency to fragment social stuaies programs rather than
develop a. strong sequential K-12 programsy (2) a trend teward burdening -
e1ementary ‘teachers with the responsibility fTor more and. more basic skills
truction, preci4ding sequential secial studies #nstructior; (3) & trend

nﬁard dropping rather than adding social studies courses at the hign
scndbl tevels and (4) a decrease over previous years in assistance from
the state level to subject area teachers. - In 1ight of thase 1ssue>, the -
Committee developed the following recommendations.

| | RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 2 }
: CITIZENSHIP/SOCIAL STUDIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE !

(oY)
.

Implement a full K-12 program of socjal'studies instruc-l
tion designed to afford students a sequential and
integrated social studies lecrning exberience. ’

2. Focus attention on social studies programs as opportiuni-
ties for students to practice and integrate basic skiiis
l learning. i

3. Assign a full-time Social Studies Coordinator at the
State Department level to assume leadership in coordi-
- * . nating a program of curriculum development and in-
service. training for social studies teachers, to |
disseminate information orn trends in social stucies ’
curriculum and instructicn, and to provide local school
districts with consuitative servicas as needed.

il
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(TEM RESULYS 2Y REPORTING CROUP

This chapter cortains tables displaying the results for each item
administered to students at each Tevei.

The first taree tables presented in this chapter provide the folliowing
informatiun for each test item:

¢ the number of the test question as it ¢opeared in the test booklet
e a specification of the i*2m task

e the percentage of ail students answering correctly as well as the
percentage in each of the Connecticut reporting groups defined by
the variables: sex of s.wdent, region, and size of community;
and where the cuestion was also tested by NAEP, the percentage of
all students in the nation answering correctly.

Tables 3, 4, and 5 present this information for G-, 13-, and 17-year-oids,
respectively.

Table 6, at the end of this chapter, 1ists those tsst questions that were
acministered to more tnan one aye group. Such gquestions had the same
cequenil numoer it each test booklet in which iney appeared. 7Tabie b
compares the performance of two or more age groups on a ~ingle test ques- -
tion in terms ¢’ th . _ercentage of students answering correctly. Note
that some questions were slightly modified at a given age level (see
asterisks); the reader should refer to the respective tcst questions to
determine the extent of the difference in wording of questions.
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CTABLE 3

lescription of Tem

{

Who was the FIRST president of the Uniled
States?

Pletun: - Hch one of these holidoys are
the people 1 the picture celebrating?
Which group was in Morth Awerica first?
Wiich country hos had the MOST fnfluence
on the way of life in the United States?
When Colunbys sailed across the-Atlantic,
wuld he listen Lo 2 radin?

The capital of Comnecticut is:

Trwe/Eulow - Lowal govermments pay police
with the woney people pay fn tares.

Wk person 1s part of the Connec it
state governaent?

You get o driver's Tieense from which of
the following? '

Can the .S, and the Soviet Union work
Lugether tor peace by sharing information?
Choose ORE reason why people sumetines do
il auree.

Rhat 14 an Inpon Lant problem in most Varge
Citles an the nited States?

Wi cauntries work to have peace by
selbng foud and taols to each other?
Sandy and Sue eads want to watch TV, What
problew prevenls thew from doing sel
Every person in the United States has the
right tu:

In g court, who must ke sute Uie Lria)
Vs fuir and vun according to tie rules?

" Reylony do ot include "By Gt

" Open cnded 1 tem
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TEBLE 31 9-Year-01ds (continued)

Percentage of Studenls Mswering Correctly

Lo . . Connecticut
&;l Ob;;ittve Qﬂuﬁéém Descorption of Item S —— - - .—————
er er r AN Sex Region* - Size of Coummunity | Natior
Mugnbs by 2 3 4 s 6|1 o2 3 4
i b ] Everyune 1n the United States who makes 92 92 92193 9% 95 91 92 93| M 93 91 94
‘ noney \ms.l:
20 Everyone who 1ives in the UGnited States 96 9% 9698 98 98 97 96 9589 98 9% 98
wist: .
Hi ] 18 Why is §t yood to have at lzast 2 people I o1’ W% N W 6 816y 13RO
runaing in an election? )
19 ¥ho would not 1ike a company to build a 17 80 /58 61 43 8 77 14{63 8 1 83
' factory Lhat will dusp garbage in a river? ' _
¥ 8 U llow does a man who owns a shoe Store 52 54 49|50 54 S0 55 49 47142 55 52 54 | 5

expect to make woney?
3! Sign: My Mew Dy Laler - Mhich-sentence 83 63 683 )81 81 06 B4 79 8|1 8 83 84 | 89
Jtells what the sign means?

M “Thany bought & Loy for “1.50 and paid n oy 8 6 6 1 0|18 W 1 |8
' §1.61. The extra 11¢ was probably for:
v 9 44 A river runs through a town. The town 89 89 89 (93 92 937 09 87 918 92 88 9 |
needs ; ' ,
2l If you lived in florida, which ONE would 9] 9 9319 9 9% 93 9% 92120 9 90 96'
you NOT buy?
28 Which thing could you live without on a R 00 M173 13 8 14 N 85159 5 1128
trip acruss the desert? . X
331 Map - Where would you be wost likely to 2 21 8123 23 2 A 2 0,18 20 23 M
find ¢ city located? '
vl 10 15 List of Activities - Who usually does all 54 M 6153 64 66 54 S0 69|48 57 56 64

of these things in our country?
35 51 What should Judy do if she wants to join 92 5 93193 95 95 92 90 93[88 91 90 95
d group to do Lhinys with her friends? _
¥l 12 25 llow are people inm Japan, france, and the 45 46 45139 5 S1 46 53 35|28 52 47 49
United States alike?
26 Hork the thing people COULR live without. ) % 1Ml 8 8 9 7 gA|60 8 77 83

3 Whith ONE of the follming is an example 82 2 82190 8 8 60 084 84166 8 8 9§

of shelter?
Vil 1 16 The country that you live in will have Lhe 6 6 64|61 67 72 67 58 731682 66 61 71
MIST eftect on:
1/ Tonmy usually obeys the rules al school. 9 9 91j91 92 92 97 89 89| B 93 8 9
e would be most likely to:
Yill By &5 | What does the fact thet wany people do nut| 66 64 67168 70 60 67 62 6|55 68 65 69 | 20

fiave enough to eat in India tell us?
3 Graph of Sellde s Al - Use the graph 13 T T (- Y & S S Y S O Y A SR
1L decide now fenbie spent her aiiowance,
2 Which coe of the following would be BEST 93 93 9394 95 96 9 9 93{07 9 92 94
to use to ind oul where Mexico is?,

H bob and Tom begin to Fight over their ) 85 B3 {85 90 91 K9 B3 85| BI 90 85 89 | 92
toys. What is the problem here?
9 Graphe - The Lewperature was highest in 89 8% 83192 93 95 90 90 93[72 93 ud 95.

what month?
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TABLE 4

Test Item Performance of 13-Year-01d Eighth-Graders in Connecticut by Sex of Student, in
Each Region, and in Each Size of Community with National (NAEP) Results Where Applicable

B el (el T PP

e — - =
| Percentage of Students Answering (crrectly
- ' Connecticut
NuG::ul:r Ubﬂju:iil:c Qr:;;tt)l(r)“ bescription of {tem . b-- - :
' : LAl Sex Region® Size of Comwnity {Nation
W 2 1 4 s 6|1 2 3 4
- S N B it —_ —~
i | 3 The first writien constitution in Mwerica 6 6 618 6 5 5 12 43 6 9 ¢
Was !

9 Which docusent warus other nations not to 28 3% 3 o B o 0% 0 2% 0
acquire wore colonies in the Auericas?

10 In what war did tbe United States flght 5] 69 46 |56 62 S6 59 64 4349 62 52 59
against Japen? .

1l The purpose of writing the Constitution R ¥.030030 46 3 M B 2w 33 B Y
of the United States was to:

b Khat event was a factor in the westward N B 64173 M 0 18 10 675 15 69 18
wovesent in Averica in the 1600°s? ,

1 Whet is a reason the American colonies 51 547181 61 51 53 52 46|40 54 50 54 44
rebelled against Great Britain?

i 2 | Which country has had the HOST fnfluence 8 |81 8218 & B 02 w4 0|4 8 8 g 1

on the way of Life in the United States? :
1 When Coluwabus sailed across the Atlantic, 99 99 99199 99 99 99 Joo 9998 99 99 100 98
Could he listen to a radio? . '
]| Froawhat people did we get e nuber 1] QB BN W o W2 |l a N M
system Lhat we use today? '
28 What change occurred in fagland when the | 54 39 49157 58 57 51 S 45|45 S 6 54
Industrial Revolution began? s

I 3 1 Driver's Vicenses are {ssued by which © b5 169 61160 65 68 67 67 S5{% 66 64 68
. level of government? :

35 The Congress of the U.S. is made up of 2 10 A 611 1 o3 oe4lse 1268 %1
parts, the liouse of Representaliyves and: .

40 Khich branch of government Is responsible 5 56 S50S51 54 53 62 S0 60(5%0 52 54 60
for writing and passing laws?
1] Which branch of govermsent is responsible 23 |28 0[5 2 32 3 9 8|28 28 2% R
for directing the carrying out of laws? .
42 Which branch of government is responsible 66 €3 69 {64 67 67 ¢6 68 6862 66 2 N0
for judging if laws are constitutional? .

43 Mhich branch of governwent is responsible 49 151 S5 S2 41 52 41 5045 52 47 s
for velolug bills? '

43 Which branch of gove: wnt s responsible 04D U130 3% 28 29 2 Bl ow N
' Yoi approving presidential appointuents? _
46 When might o state have wore Senators than,| 20 0025125 36 25 3 %5 WA 3w 2
fUhas representatives?

* Regivns do not inClude "Big Citres. ™ '
** Open-ended 1tew. Maslery criterig: IL.%IM =2 of 2 correct,
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TABLE 4:

Description of Hew

A sociely where ¢ilizens can heip mike
decistons on political fssues is a(n):
The principle that the majority should rule
is based on all the following {deas EXCEPT:
Statements of 4 gpeakera - which speaker
protavly lives in a dictetorship? ’
Lducation ter the chrldron is a
characceristic or: |
Opposition to the leadership tn power,
publicly expressed, 1s Jharacteristic of:
What Is the main purpuse of the United
Naticns?
In which situalion would tne 2 neighboring
count:ies be lively lo work together?
Choose wost diirceit espact of fumigrelicn
problem for country descrided.
Choose the BIST first step toward suiving
a problew involving dissatisfied neighbus.
(hoose dewocratic solution to problem of 2,
different groups living on-an fsland.
In a court who nust make sure the trial is
fair and run according to the rules?
Low says police cannot sedarch a house
without a judge's permission. Why?
Croup o people shout Lo drown cul Speaker
in a cily park. They should realize that:
"Al} wen are created equall” Hlhat is the
hest weaning of this sentence?
Khich right is provided for each Citizen
in the United States Constitulion?
Of the fullowing, the wost basic duly of a
citizen is to:
Serving on a Jury i$:
Somctimes ¢ivil disubedience is 3 useful
wethud for bringing change because 1L:
Why do we wsually have at least 2 candi-
dotes for each of fice in an election?
Hhal are the 2 largest pulitical parties
in the Unfted States?
Mg anather potiticed party o e
United States.

'['l By Mew By Laicr s Which SUllLIIL(!
ttlls what the sign icans?
Specializatiun and division of labor
resull in:
Of a list of purchases, uhlch is in the
group of LONSINCT VS, producer goods?

e e e
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13-Year-01ds (continued)..

Percentage of Students Auswering Correctly
S I e
_;J ":;““”"“*E;;rﬂ—‘ Size of Community |Nation
swdents |\ L 3 4 s N
7o {1 msemous o owos0 n2|ss 9 w1,
~y s sl o 0 a2 sl 8 v
pola nile 6 8 2 a sla"y ¥ a
55 |52 ST |53 60 8 51 55 Sl ot s 5|
52 S1L[S4 51 S 52 S5 45|41 51 82 8
68 167 61167 71 6 68 61 63|51 6 63 68) 6
e 1o s |ot ot & 8 v & [7% 88 8 9}

3 o(; M[% 49 w0 @ 3% B|:| oW N W
R IR
ol omlmowow R ok N w0
wtw nly o o omwow nn oA el
@ o 2w 9 5 9 9 IR R

ol mle wom ol o (s BB W
w les 9l 91 9 % 9 |19 w0 8 R
63 lss 6ol 26 6 72 N 69|12 65 0 %| 7
g |s 8 |o s B 8 82 1S {65 09w
65 61 49 |54 56 55 59 52 59 ol s8 531 8
90 15 a9l oss a9 53 5 doff s2 S0 8
% | 8|9 9 Gowow sl oW ow s
o |m e |mo 9 e 95 73 SBls9 % 65 6 f 69
¢ ls 4ls 5 3 0 t}f )5 3 s
91 |91 91 }93 91 9% 9f‘\m22,¢’ﬁl 8092 W 92
Wols owl®s 4N M % wlu B W %
62 (60 63061 68 63 63 €3 51|50 63 6 65| &
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TRBLE 41 13-Year-01ds (continued)

.

e e i e ——— e e e o e e e e —— ————

L e T T — -

Percentage of Students Answering Correctly

- Y et
“ Goal | Gbjective |Question sceiston of Ten o et ]
Waber | Hoaber | Hober Al Sex Region® Stze of Cowsmunity [Nation
Saied R T R TR I
1¥ "8 50 Ihe leryest bustuess in yeur commnity 22 B 1912 220 w0 Bl 2 w0 n
’ mikes cars This ells you the company:
52 What hapiens when an i tez which many 9 319188 83 8 83 85 )S|64 80 18 g5

people want {9 purchase becones scarce? )
61 “The “ountry is rlh §a naturs’ resources.” bé I 61} 71 61 64 66 65 69162 64 67 6 | 68
bnited Statcs, Soviet Unlon, or both?
62 “industry is n3sed en governannt ownership 42 47 3045 48 44 41 44 4| 3R Al a5 46 | 3
and ontrel.” U.S., Soviet Union, or beth?

y 9 5 Bhy did carly settlois o the Great Plains | N on oo sl oo on.
o bub i houses mate af sud?
13 %ap - Khere vivld you de st Tikely to Sbo15% 40135 60 56 S1 52 41|33 5~l’ 060
find a ity lo ated? ¢
51 mitch channe 35 LEAST wikely if water iy T4 e 4 43 ) & arls a2 4 4
‘ taken frow 3 cive- and sent to a deserl?
l 65 thoose evtdence wan nas chanyed physica! N 40048 8 2 9 4 ¥ln 2 w @
gviromeal in wajor way in Swiss valley .
Vi 10 15 Mal ol acttuitics - Who usually does a)l 83 | B0 85 (85 84 85 B B4 94 84 83 85
of thesc tuings in our country? -
| 2 {hoose “wuctions of o fauily settling .n 9 78 )81 65 18 81 84 5769 83 s @
| Conner ticul during the 1640's. :
! S| Choose U ORE group cepresentel by the | 60 fe0 o |67 65 60 @ 6 49|53 60 6. e
i steteaen’, *1 s 4 Dewocrat.® ! !
|. bo6b A sutial condition Vkely to resuit (rom i 55 ] 53 Shi 8] ok S8 52 60 45| a6 55 57 gy
] L e dwproved transportetion systew is, ) i
Vil I T 1 Whach g of the following would you M1 fo R0 GGV EY 86 65 ST Gl ST |42 59 62 65
U be lizely  find in every culture? , ; )
25 | Hlow are pruple In"d\apan, Trance, and the bi S 60 LY Wb b4 61 61 S6[ 45 62 62 64
[ Hinted States alike? | ! :
37 Mst peopie in cultures throughout the iy A AL R S N I v Y B L R TR LR
| l l world Lave & wejor fum of: ' !
Vil 13 i 2 i Believing that owr Country is BIST fs an n RS IT l Woow oo o4 ufA RN B K
! exdmple of; . ;
5 4 Besause of tianging roles for wen and 6 IEOouries 05 82 80 By 63 ] 0 g2 81 82\
. womett i the 1.5, there have been: ' z ’
- 51 It'.;-,_-)-{,-nu'.ux of demole Trile - What seens 1 o I FE - I R S VI . o8 28 o on
to b o bisic bebier of this tribe? | ' I
W | uhich o e MUST influences what people L A I A O N T I T
think their sex reles shouid be? | § . "
Vil 1 1 thoese best source to find recent magazine S S B I B L O R I TR Y I TR MY
Ioarlicde on Barie Dancroft Weaver. »
i Shalswend by Heo oncs - (hoose slatement 51 8 5 j 2060 S5 3 M s 5y 52| 83
, which telis whet Mr. Jones sugyests., ‘ E I
, Y9 $badementi - Whet s a logical conclusion 9 1% 9 { 61 64 Su & 61 s34 & L 64 |.@
(o these 2 statementy?
63 Choose BOST library card to help find aut 1 MW ! L P TS BT A ENVIRN Y R U R
how Lincoln and the South interacted, | . |
b7 | drph ™ e averaye price of apples was Yl 4290 ! %93 oy owoow (30}! % o 93
v hionest In which wonth? ! ! I
- - . - - L 1.




 TABLE 5

Test Item Performance of 17-Year-01d Eleventh-Graders in Connecticut by Sex of Student, in
Each Region, and in Each Size of Community with National (NAEP) Results Where Applicable

R €
2 T : Ll Lol T LT O
ucentage o) Students Answring Correctly
Y Com.ectlu:l
le’_ Ub,d;;:'el:e U::’;:él‘:” Description of Tlew e T s My
\ ) Al Sex Region® Size of Coumunity | Mation
Mudents]ypl 2.3 4 s 6|1 2 3 4
| | 0 The firstwrittes cunstitution in Averica b 5 676 4 6 9 3 3|5 6 1 %
was; '
4 The 1954 Suiear Court rubing against 51 5% 49148 o0 51 4 49 39150 50 39 53
segreqgated school systess was based on:
9 Which docusent warns other nations not Lo b/ 6 61168 2 N 65 59 84|55 6 63 N0
acquire aore colonies in the Awericas? ' :
10 In what war did the United States fight 65 60 5870 /8 6% 13 65 16|85 1NN 19
against Japan? '
1 The purpose of writlng the Cons titution 60 61 %9159 74 64 58 6C 60| 44 61 €3 A
of the United States was lo: ' T PRV SR . .
A Which pair of situativns containg 2 64 164 65066 J6 66 63 €9 59|47 69 63 68
sroblems that are directly related? ) ‘
26 What event was a factor in the westwand 82 68 77|82 66 66 81 @66 BIle8 83 L2 W
| movenent i Rrerica 1q the 1600*s? . ’
AT ] What s a resson Ui ::lk:l'icall colonies - b4 66 60| 66 73 61 58 62 60|54 65 63 67 59
rebe’led ageiast Gieat Dritain?
! 2 ! Hhich country has hed the MIRT influence 4/ g7 67188 93 88 67 8 85180 87 6 90 78
] on the way of life of the Uniled States? .
] from what peaple «did we get the nuaber 3l RYZYS' I 7N T S VAR S X I 2 T T I S R
syslem thal we use today?
2 What change occurred in€ngland when the A PR T I Y YR & R VAR D D B O N LR L ¥
Industrial Revolution began? ’ N
45 Ihe Declaration of Independence has best 36 Y DA O L TR e v O I VBT B £ S P
. aided other nations in that:
53 Ihe Greek civilization influenced American ooy q i nonos
culture most in the eres uf; -
1 ] 12 Driver's licensesXare issued by which 1 91 358 9% N 9 I L4 {80 9% H 9
Tevel of gqoverment?
25 3 of Bopular Votes in Presidentiad 3l P T T N O 11 N A AN I 4 PR T/ K 26
L Election - tlectoral vole equivalent?
L0 Which brancv of qovernmeat {s responsible wotno o6 s o 06 8 4 1 f N
for writing and passing laws? -
a) Which branch ol government s vesponsihle o 13 O3 A 383 36 3R s 3% 3%
for direciing the carrying out of iawsi | '
K Which Lrandhh of governoent is responsible N w66 29 4 69 6 12 ey 74 68 13 10
for Judging 1f laws are conslilutionsl? '
41 Which branch of govermicnl is respor mble L N T 7 VT A T 1 R 5 T A -1 B L O B 0 63
for veloing bills? ’

* Regions do ol anclude “biy Lities v : N
Lolpen-ended tlem Mastery anitertas Tlew 121 - 2 of 2 wrredd,

ERIC ' e . .
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TABLE 5:

; Bescription of Item

Wlhiici brunch of governwent is responsible
for apprioving presidential appolatments?
When might a state have more senators than
it has representatives?

One disadvantage of a constitutional form
of govermuent as compared to others is:
The principle that the najortty should rule
i5 based on all the following 1deas EXCEPI:
Statementy of 4 lpeakers « Which speaker
probably lives in a dictatership?
Education for the children s o charaetes-
istic of:

Opposiiion to the leadzrshiy in fower,
publicly expressed, is characteristic of -
The wain difterence betwnn the press in o
dewocracy a dictatorskip is tuat:
What is. e jwain purpose of the United
Naliong? ~

In which situstion would the 2 netghboring
Countries be likely Lo wort toaether?
Chovse wost difficult aspect of {imigra-
tion problew for country describeg?

Choose the BEST first step Laward solving
~ a3 problom involving dissatisfied neighbors.
ARl of the following could help solve the
world tunyer problem EXCEPT:

ln o court, who mist ke surc the Lrial
is fair and run according lo the yuley?
| Segregation has al] of these suciy)
tonsequences CXCEPT that jt-

M accused Lerrorist refuses Lo testify on
qrounds of seif-incrimination. Mot he?
Group of people shout to drown oul speaker
ina city park, They should reeiize et
Wiry did Supreme Court rule {3 wicons 4t
Uonal o require prayer o pblic suwoisi
OF Ui ioilowing, the most basic duty ot »
titizen is Lo:

Serving on a jury is:

Sumeliges civil disobedience iy 4 useful
wethad for bringing change because it

Wiy do we usually have ab least 2 condi-
dates- er each office 1 an election?

What are the 2 largest political partics
i the uited States? !

Nawe anather political party in the United
Slales.

IV stationy reluctant to air conlroversial
editorials ‘sie probably concerned ghoat ;

'
[

17-Year-01ds {continued)

e e e m = ———— ——

vercentage of Students Answering Correctly
T i )

'h;rvﬁ;:' ?an Qmucamny Nation
Sudents| 1y 4 g 602 3 4

(53 42(39 5 83 41 43 48|44 48 47 49 | 45

% S 0[5 51 0.4 0|0 w0 o4 9| o p

9 |98 59(63 67 60 56 56 60|50 63 55 ¢

% s 55| e o 59 5% s9le 51 5 5

6 169 5963 12 68 67 65 65046 11 64 66

60 (50 6261 69 80 S8 61 60| 6 5 64

i {0 63[65 15 12 63 6 62[59 N 5 g

B 183 1805 e B 19 60 81|67 84 g g

wole ow|o oo oW o8 s M e 8 s |

95 19579695 9 9 9% 9% 9|83 %6 95 g )

TRy SIS 6 s 5153 51|46 S8 83 s

%191 {6 95 9 95 %5 9 lag 93 g5 g

53 E 5wl e WS o0 % w8 s s

91 5 TR I T T I I N I TR S S )

Sjse % % M OB o8 @B oS w0 s

S 162 S| W59 60 7 3[4 6 5 s | a9

R 80 2 9 9

56 S|l 66 61 Sz 4 414 S 55 s5 | 49

9 193 wl9l Mo 9 a9 g 5 W 0

68 170 65064 74 66 13 1 0|58 70 5.1

(13 300N 8 % N & e RN

9% {95 93|93 96 9% 93 9 9 |us w5 o5 94 | 9

WL I 95 9% w9 0|9 % w95 |

Aoontw % o w9 onlwonon x| oa

53156 50149 o0 56 4 3 45|43 g g s
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TABLE 5: 17-Year-01ds (continued)

Percentaqe o) Students Answerifiy Correctly

Description of Tlem R T i e
Al Sex Regiont

Sudents| g Ly 2 3 4 5 g1 2 3 4

Goal |Objective| uestion COnnLllcut
umber | Number | Number

$ize of Comunsty | Nation

——— PR S g S PR T - P et —m

H i} 48 Spec)}ializaliun d_ndvdlvfsion of labor 51 54 62159 50 57 52 54 4914 M 52 59
reselt in: .
4y Of & Vst ¢f purchases, which is in the 19 80 1 1R 81 B4 BO 75 15| 6% 81 60 8§ 8l*
group of consumer vs. Droducer goods? "
8 What happens when an {lex vhich many 92 9 9 | G2 97 93 92 95 e4 80 54 95 94
' people wani to purchase Lecomes scarce! .
61 “Ihe country is rich b natural 1 I5o6T 44 5 12 0 76 18058 71 12 )b ]
resources.” U.S. Soviet Unioe ur both?
£ “Industey is based on eovernagnt ownershlp |~ 73 [ 68 {76 82 73 I5 I6 13S0 720 15
and control.® U.S., Soviet tnion or buth? .
¥ 9 b Nhy did early settlers on the Great Plains 8] 85 32 |66 84 o4 6 86 8471 8 65 85
build houses made of 3047
31 ¢ Mup - Where weuld you be wost ikely to 66 {70 S&L6l M7 58 69 13142 5 66 0

. fina clty locates? .
51 Whick change ds LEAST likely if water s 36 3031132 2 % 46 B A0 42 33 38 35

taken from a river and seat Lo & deserth

vl 10 15 List of Activitics - Who usually does all 9 B9 S2 194 95 92 9 St 98 9 R %R
of hese things in our country? . -
2l {havse functions of a family seltling in 87 |88 66|87 80 & 90 b6 93|81 9w 05 89
Comecticut during the 1640°s.
54 Choose the ONE group represented by the oI5 pIS MmN ge 797,03 2 qdpe 16 i 18
stalement, "1 am a Democrat.” g o
vl 12 ] Which ONE of the following woulayou NOT 7| 70 |70 70405 79 74 "1 71 6255 15 69 D5
be Vikely Lo find in every culture? 3 - .
R Most people in cullures throughout the ¥ g7 61|66 90 85 pbog5 8118 05 82 88
world have & mjor form of:
Vil [ T Bclieving that our country 1s BES! is an 5 {51 5915 65 55 S8 %4 60| 3® 83 53 62
example of : .
5 A Soviet citizen wight believe that M {46 4215 54 96 4 3|49 39 4
poverly in the U.S. s the result of: ) ’
60 Nhich of these MOST influences wiat S [ 6 {60 et ol s S SH42 89 W0
people thiuk their sex roles should hel ) N
65 Which ONL of the following statereals SETNN 1 TR O ) T C I | O U 8 VARV A
BEST states the relationship?
Yl H 5 | Choose best source to find recent wagazine 014 S8 61 85 ab 49 513 S Ay 51
article on Marie Bancrolt Heaver. -
51 1 Stdtements nj' i .‘-'In‘uﬂa'r'.‘; < Wh Si)éé'ni.‘o" s Rl B85 18, #6 B2 Hi_ B4 89 76 64 B3 05 90
bases his opinfon on facts, ot feelings? )
5 Statemend by Mo donen - {huose statement 15 1376403 8 18 Mo b6 18 36 06 4
| whick tells what Mr. Jones sugqests. ,
9 2outatemnts - What 1s a lugical conclu- n D A STV LS N VN VA BV R VA
ston to these 2 statements? . ]
64 craph - Dhe average price of apples was 9 % 96 {98 96 97 9 w6 9119 9t 91| 9

highest in which month?




TABLE ¢

Cemparing Performance of Connecticut Age/urade lLevels

Percentage of Students Percentade of Students - -
Question Answering Correctly Question Answerira lorrectly
Number Age Age Age Number Age Age ° Age
9 13 17 < 9 - 13 17
i X 82 87 . 36 ’ 91 94
2 ! 31 50 37 83 81
3 | . 6 6
4 .97 99 39 74 91
5 | 71 83 40 55 74
; ~ - 41 29 36
7 | ) 60 71 . 42 66 71
8 ] © 27 31 || 43 ~49 70
9 i 28 67 44 - 3G 48
i1 5 32 - 60 46 - 28 46
12* 25 65 88 47 ’ 51 64
13 - 81 - 93 48 34 53
1. 50 71 49 . 62 79
- 15 58 83 . 91 -
16 " 39 55 51* I 43 3€
17 55 - 68 .- 52 79 92
18 | 72 86 . 94 g
19 64 83 54 \ 60 75
20 37 64 _ 557 o 29 - 50
.21 ; 71 93
- 22 .5 13 . : ‘
23 72 20 91 5& ; 51 75
: 59 59 77
25 45 1 ‘ 60 4z 57
- 2p* - 71 . 82 61 " 66 .21
27 79 ° 87 62 ' 4?2 73
28 56 73| % | )
29 . 55. - 60 64 91 96
30 . 52 67 -
31 | 87 95
32 ' 73 84
33 22 . 51 64
34 . 39 55 - |
) U

Items slightly diffgrent at aene or more age levels
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